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The Lar Lubovitch Dance Company has received a project grant award from New Music USA 

during the funder’s third round of project grants.  The Lubovitch company has received an 

award from New Music USA for its project The Black Rose, which was conceived and 

choreographed by Lar Lubovitch, with an original commissioned score by Scott 

Marshall, costumes by Fritz Masten, and lighting by Jack Mehler.  The Black Rose premiered 

on October 15, 2014 at the Joyce Theater, and it will next be performed on tour throughout the 

United States from August—December 2015.  The work was previously honored with an award 

from the New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project and with praise by critics 

who called it a “cinematic ballet that is both alluring and disturbing.”  Writers found it “macabre,” 

“hallucinogenic,” “lustrous and evocative.”  The lead woman (Mucuy Bolles) was called “brilliant” 

and “gorgeous,” and the two lead men (Reid Bartelme and Barton Cowperthwaite) “were both 

outstanding” and “perfect.”  (For an extensive collection of articles about the dance which are 

the sources for these quotes, see http://lubovitch.org/Press/press.html.) 

 

Awards for all 62 recipients under New Music USA’s third round of project grants total $284,250.  

The awards support artistic work involving a wide range of new American music.  The program 

recognizes and supports the multiple roles composers and contemporary music practitioners 

play in the artistic landscape, and it responds to the creative spirit of collaboration between 

artists from multiple disciplines.  The 62 awarded projects include concerts and recordings as 



 

 

well as dance, film, theater, opera, and more, all involving contemporary music as an essential 

element.  The recipients are all extraordinarily distinguished -- fewer than 5% of 1,242 proposed 

projects were awarded support. 

 

Including the awards announced today, New Music USA's project grants program, launched in 

October 2013, has now distributed $932,250 in support of 179 projects.  Seventy-four of the 

project grants awardees are first-time recipients of grants from New Music USA, and its legacy 

organizations: Meet The Composer and the American Music Center.  Awarded projects from all 

three rounds can be discovered, explored and followed by the public via their media rich project 

pages at https://www.newmusicusa.org/all-projects.  The public-facing gallery of projects and 

the ability for artists to update their progress and interact with followers is an important 

promotional tool that extends the program’s service to artists beyond financial support.  The 

overarching goal of project grants is to reach and aggregate the communities of new music 

enthusiasts, irrespective of genre preferences, and allow the public to discover new artistic 

work. 

 

Ed Harsh, president and CEO, comments: “We want to give artists money, but we want to give 

artists more than money. We want to give them a way to spread the experience of their work to 

a wide world of people eager to engage with it.” 

 

Lar Lubovitch, creator of The Black Rose, comments:  “The dance is derived from ancient 

legends and folk tales that predate the written word.  Our oldest tales were generally quite dark, 

cautionary tales, full of horror.  Scott Marshall has perfectly captured the universal nature of 

these prehistoric tales with his brilliant score that weaves together, into a powerful 

hallucinogenic whole, a wealth of musical sources and genres.  I thank New Music USA for 

supporting this fusion of music and dance.” 

 

NEW MUSIC USA 
 
New Music USA (https://www.newmusicusa.org/) formed in November 2011 from the merger of the 
American Music Center and Meet The Composer with a mandate to increase the audience for new 
American music.  New Music USA’s endowments include an $11.25 million corpus for grant-making 
supplemented by support from a number of generous annual funders. 
 
The approach to consolidating five of the legacy organizations’ grant-making programs was driven by two 
core convictions.  First, that the best way to serve new music is to ask practitioners what they need rather 
than tell them what they should want.  Second, that the process for requesting financial support should be 
simple and should help artists and audiences connect. 
 



 

 

New Music USA is devoted to fostering the creation, dissemination, and enjoyment of new American 
music.  New Music USA places special emphasis on broadening the public community for the music and 
musicians whom we serve. 
 
Advocacy in the broadest sense is at the heart of all of New Music USA’s work.  It is inherent in the work 
of the online magazine NewMusicBox (http://www.newmusicbox.org/) and radio station Counterstream 
(https://www.newmusicusa.org/counterstream-radio/),in all of New Music USA’s grant-making activity—
which distributes more than one million dollars each year to the field—and in New Music USA’s role as a 
key voice in the national and international scenes. 
 
LAR LUBOVITCH 
 
Lar Lubovitch is one of America’s most versatile, popular, and widely seen choreographers. His dances 
have been performed by major companies throughout the world.  His Othello–-A Dance in Three Acts, 
originally created for American Ballet Theatre, appeared on PBS’s “Great Performances” (and was nominated 
for an Emmy Award).  His dances on film also include Fandango (International Emmy Award) and My Funny 
Valentine for the Robert Altman film The Company (nominated for an American Choreography Award).  
Lubovitch has also made a notable contribution to choreography in the field of ice-dancing, having created 
dances for Olympic skaters John Curry, Dorothy Hamill, Peggy Fleming, Brian Orser, JoJo Starbuck and Paul 
Wylie, as well as two ice-dance specials for television: The Sleeping Beauty (PBS) and The Planets (A&E) 
(nominated for an International Emmy Award, a Cable Ace Award, and a Grammy Award).  His work on 
Broadway includes Into the Woods (Tony Award nomination), The Red Shoes (Astaire Award) and the Tony 
Award-winning revival of The King and I.  In 2007, he founded the Chicago Dancing Festival with co-artistic 
director Jay Franke.  The Festival is a series of performances by major American dance companies that takes 
place the last week of August at the Museum of Contemporary Art, the Harris Theater, the Auditorium 
Theatre, and Chicago’s Millennium Park.  The Chicago Dancing Festival reaches over 15,000 audience 
members annually and is completely free to the public.  In 2007, Lubovitch was named “Chicagoan of the 
Year” by the Chicago Tribune, and in 2008, Lubovitch and Franke were named by Chicago Magazine as 
“Chicagoans of the Year” for having created the Chicago Dancing Festival.  In 2011, Lubovitch was named a 
Ford Fellow by United States Artists, and he received the Dance/USA Honors, the dance field’s highest 
award.  The choreography for Lubovitch’s Crisis Variations was awarded the 2012 Prix Benois de la Danse 
for Choreography at the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow.  Last spring, he received an honorary doctorate in fine 
arts from his alma mater, The Juilliard School. 
 
The Lar Lubovitch Dance Company is supported, in part, by public funds from the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the 
New York State Legislature, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the 
City Council. 
 
The Black Rose was made possible, in part, by the New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance 
Project, with lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, with additional support from the National Endowment for the Arts.  General Operating 
support was made possible by the New England Foundation for the Arts with funding from the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation.  The company also acknowledges the generous support of the New York 
Community Trust, Little One Foundation, McMullan Family Fund, Daniel Neidich & Brooke Garber Fund, 
O’Donnell-Green Music & Dance Foundation, Jerome Robbins Foundation, Emma Sheafer Charitable 
Trust, Shubert Foundation, USA Projects, A. Woodner Fund, Harkness Foundation for Dance and 
numerous additional generous individuals, corporations and foundations. 
 
ROUND THREE AWARDED PROJECTS 
 
Paradigm Lost · 2015 Ojai Music Festival · New Works for the OpenICE Initiative · American notes – 
Engaging new Communities · The Snow Falls in the Winter · Featured Composer Residency with Derek 
Bermel · Edmar Castaneda Performance and “Meet the Artist” Event* · Inquisitive – A New Work for 
Cantus and High School Choir · Iron Shoes · Written in Water · Black Mountain Songs · Capriccio · 
Interaction of Color · STEVE COLEMAN: SYNOVIAL JOINTS RECORDING PROJECT* · The Brain 
Piece · 95 RITUALS (for Anna Halprin) · The Black Rose (conceived & choreographed by Lar 
Lubovitch with an original commissioned score by Scott Marshall) · PATIENT(CE)* · TRIBE* · A 



 

 

Piano Party for Terry Riley at 80 · Wild Rumps: In Time · American Composers Orchestra Premiers 
Motormouth for Chamber Orchestra at Carnegie Hall · A Debut CD: The Music of Eric Nathan · Recording 
“Letting Time Circle Through” · Brass Band Blastoff · Choreographing LeWitt* · Walk to the Beat* · 
Talujon’s Pocket Gamelan · Man Forever with TIGUE – Percussion and Vocal Canons* · Sympathetic 
Magic* · Synth Nights: Morton Subotnick · SOUNDIAL* · Alternative Guitar Summit · Water, Water, 
Everywhere · Intimate Instruments Workshop: Building the Linguaphone of Tremulous Communion · 2015 
New York City Electroacoustic Music Festival · Duo Damiana Debut Recording: Adventurous Repertoire 
for Flute and Guitar* · CAUGHT IN THE TREETOPS* · Along These Lines · Contemporaneous Presents 
Self-Portrait, a Fifth Anniversary Celebration* · Radiant Child Voice Recording · Face Resection* · 
RighteousGIRLS* · Luminous Etudes: Visions of the Black Madonna of Montserrat · Record original 
jazz/classical works for piano* · Sowah Mensah Commission* · SOLI: Experience · Kettle Corn New 
Music 2014-15: Sandbox Percussion and Lisa Moore* · Commercial Recording Featuring Solo Piano 
Works by Timo Andres and Phil Young · Old Text Woven New* · Lisa Renee Coons in Residence at 2015 
Women Composers Festival in Hartford · Meehan/Perkins Duo Records New American Percussion 
Works · 3 Singers* · TRAFFIC JAM* · Babbling · flux-mirror for saxophone and electronics* · A New work 
for Flute and Electronics written for Flutist Carla Rees* · Matana Roberts: COIN COIN · Tonecycle for 
Blues (2014) Base 30 Hz, 2:3:7 Vocal Version with 3:4 and 6:7. 
 
*indicates first time awardee 
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